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claim any precedence in the Dominions; if accorded, it Chapter
is by courtesy, and in any case it is the rule that all
officers, naval, military, or civil, must rank by office, and
that their wives follow their status, not any they
possess in the United Kingdom by birth, a rule reminis-
cent of a time when quarrels on precedence between the
wives of. high officials were not unknown. Curiously
enough, there has been in Canada of late a revival of
ceremonial, some of the usages of the British Court
having been introduced by the Governor-General, in
striking contrast to the regime of the Duke of Con-
naught as Governor-General or that of the Marquis of
Lorne.
Ecclesiastical precedence has ceased to cause serious
trouble since the rule of preferring bishops of the
Church of England was abandoned, and all bishops rank
by date of consecration and archbishops take pre-
cedence of them on the same basis of consecration as
archbishop. In all cases ecclesiastical precedence is by
courtesy. The long-fought-out battle over precedence
of naval and military and air officers is disposed of by
adopting the date of commission to the rank in question
as decisive.
In the Commonwealth as usual there are difficulties,
because the States and the Commonwealth have each
their own lists, and these conflict in detail. The Com-
monwealth places State Premiers below its own minis-
ters, while the States claim precedence over such
ministers after the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth, and similarly as regards State and Common-
wealth justices. The issue should be of negligible con-
cern, but some difficulty is caused to those arranging
functions who desire to prevent friction. This, how-